s My Child
Academically Ready
for High School?

By the end of middle school your child
should have a solid foundation of
academic knowledge that he or she can
now build on with more challenging high
school courses. At a minimum, your child
should be able to:

Read at or near grade level. If your child
struggles with reading by the time he or
she enters high school, it will be difficult to
catch up. Continue to encourage reading at
home throughout the high school years.

Perform basic math skills. Your child
should be able to do basic addition,
subtraction, multiplication and division, as
well as have the ability to use a protractor,
ruler and calculator. Math skills are
important for success in both math and
science classes.

Have basic English skills. Your child
should be able to write legibly. He or she
should be able to write a simple paragraph
that includes a topic sentence and a sup-
porting sentence and uses correct
punctuation.

If you child takes courses that challenge
them academically and they do well in
middle school, he or she has a better
chance of making an easy transition to high
school. Throughout high school your child
should continue to take courses that
challenge and interest them, in order to
prepare him or her for college-level work.

hat about Helping my
Child Prepare for Post-
High School Education and
Training?

Post-high school education is becoming more and
more important as the job market changes and more
jobs require some sort of training beyond high
school. If your child does not have a plan to go to
college when he or she begins high school, the
classes needed to enter college should still be taken,
in case your child makes a decision part way
through high school to go to a community college,
vocational school or four year college.

It is easier to take the required coursework and get
good grades from the beginning of high school, than
to try to scramble to get the required classes during
your child's senior year. This strategy will leave the
door open for more options once your child has
graduated from high school.

High school students interested in taking
preparatory classes for postsecondary education and
training may want to include the following basic
college preparatory classes in their schedules:

4 years of English

3-4 years of Mathematics

2-3 years of Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics)
2-3 years of a Foreign Language

2-3 years of History and Geography

1 year of Visual and Performing Arts

For more information:

Adventures in Education at:
http://www.adventuresineducation.org

Family Education Network at:
http://www.familyeducation.com

Getting Ready for High School, American School
Counselor Association at:
http://www.schoolcounselor.org/content.cfm?L1=1
000&L2=68

America's Career Resource Network
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