Certificate Programs. Many programs at
community colleges, technical schools, and
private career schools offer six-month to
one-year training that provides a certificate of
completion to show that your child is certified
to do specialized work. Careers that might
require a certificate training program include:
pharmacy technician, dental assistant, paralegal,
computer equipment repairer, floral designer
and medical assistant.

Associate degree programs. Two-year degree
programs are available through community
colleges. Your child can either get a transfer
degree, which will count as the first two years of
a four-year college degree and will transfer to a
four-year college or university, or your child can
get a two-year degree in a specific career field.
Careers for which a two-year degree will prepare
your child include: office manager, nurse,
respiratory therapist, forestry technician and
interior designer.

Bachelor degree programs. Four-year degree
programs are available through state and private
colleges and universities. Your child may want
to go directly to a four-year college or university,
or your child may choose to start his or her
education at a community college and then
transfer to a four-year college. Either way, it is
important for your child to have a plan for what
he or she wants to study in college in order to
increase the chances that this degree will be
completed successfully. A bachelor's degree will
prepare your child for an array of careers that
include: dietitian, forester, graphic designer,
social worker and technical writer.

Education beyond a bachelor's degree. There
are many careers in which your child may be
interested that require education beyond a
bachelor's degree. Careers that require five years
include: architect, lawyer and doctor. With a
plan for post-high school education, you and
your child will be better prepared for the time
and money that will be required for your child to
reach his or her career goal.

Parents and their children
often IMAKE the mistake of focusing
on a degree rather than a

career.

Remember that a degree
is not the ticket ©w a CAl'€er.

Planning is key.

For more information:

The U.S. Department of Education's website for
students at: http://www.ed.gov/students/.

Students.gov, a website, which provides
information about education, careers, government
and more at: http://www.students.gov/.

The College Preparation Checklist provides a list
of activities that should happen at each grade
level of high school education to prepare for
college. Print the checklist from:
http://www.studentaid.ed.gov/students/
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