
What Classes should
my child take in Middle
and High School?

here Can My Child Get
Help with Class Planning?

eyond the Basics

In high school your child may consider 
taking one year of fine arts classes and
should continue to build on computer skills.
In addition, you and your child might 
consider the following:

· Electives. Your child should choose 
electives that follow his or her interests.  
Electives can provide an overlap of 
knowledge to enhance your child's 
academic education.  Make sure your 
child is taking classes to meet the 
entrance requirements for college, then 
add electives that will diversify your 
child's academic experience. You can 
help your child use his or her high 
school education to prepare for life 
after high school by working with the 
school's guidance counselor to map out 
a challenging core curriculum and an 
enriching selection of electives that will 
maintain his or her interest. 

· Advanced Placement (AP). Some
high schools offer college-level 
advanced placement classes.  These 
classes allow your child to get a head 
start on the type of coursework he or 
she will face in college, develop the 
study habits necessary to tackle 
rigorous coursework, and demonstrate 
his or her maturity and readiness for 
college.  In addition, your child may 
get college level credit for passing the 
advanced placement exams.

· International Baccalaureate (IB). The 
IB program offers a pre-college course
of study that leads to examinations.  It 
is designed for highly motivated high 
school students.  College credit may be 
awarded for successful completion of 
IB examinations.
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Your child's school counselor will have many
answers to your questions about classes to take in
middle and high school to help your child meet his
or her goals for the future.  If the counselor does not
have all the answers, he or she will be able to direct
your child to someone in the school who does have
the answers.

Here are some questions you might ask the school
counselor:

·  What basic academic courses do you 
recommend for students who want to go to 
college?

·  What elective courses do you recommend for 
college-bound students?

·  Can students who are considering college get 
special help or tutoring?

·  What activities can my child do at home and 
over the summer to strengthen his or her 
preparation for post-high school training or 
college?

·  What do different colleges require in terms of 
high school grades and SAT or ACT scores?

For more information:

U.S. Department of Education at:
http://www.ed.gov/

College is Possible at:
http://www.collegeispossible.org

College Board at:
http://www.collegeboard.com

Mapping Your Future at:
http://www.mapping-your-future.org

U.S. Department of Education, Condition of
Education, NCES. (2002) at: http://nces.ed.gov/




