
This section outlines 209 occupations — only a sample
of those available in N.C. The following information is
included for each occupation.

Occupation — Titles and clusters are from the federal
Standard Occupational Classification (SOC) system.
Definitions are derived from SOC and O*NET systems.

Holland Code (HC) — Holland personality types (3-letter
codes) corresponding to work environments, taken from
O*NET. Some occupations have only 1 or 2 codes;
others have no Holland code assigned yet in the O*NET
system, and are designated “N/A” for not available.

Work Description — The nature of the duties performed
in the occupation.

Education Suggested — The minimum level of education
or training suggested to enter and perform the job
effectively.

   Codes Used:
•  Apprent. – Apprenticeship training
•  ST OJT – Short-term on-the-job training

•  Mod. OJT – Moderate on-the-job training (1-12
mos.)

•  LT OJT – Long-term on-the-job training (>12 mos.)
•  Wk. Exp. – Work experience in a related occupation
•  PS Voc. – Postsecondary vocational training
•  Assoc. – Associate’s degree
•  Bach. –  Bachelor’s degree
•  Bach. + –  Bachelor’s degree or higher plus work

experience
•  Master’s –  Master’s degree
•  Ph.D. – Doctorate degree
•  1st Prof. – First professional degree, such as Juris

Doctor (J.D.) for law or Medical Doctor (M.D.)

Licensed Occupations — Occupations for which a
license, certification, or registration is required to practice
in North Carolina.  Codes Used:  L, C, R

Where — This refers to the types of businesses, indus-
tries, or employers that primarily hire workers for the
occupation in North Carolina.

Salary — The first (top) salary amount (followed by e)
represents the average entry wage.

The second salary amount represents the average rate of
pay for the majority of employees in that occupation.
Wage data have been annualized from Employment
Security Commission source (hourly wage) data. Aver-
ages, therefore, may be high or low if an occupation
requires more or less than 40 hours a week.

The actual pay for a specific job may vary according to
geographic areas, the qualifications of the person
holding the job, and the employer’s pay scale.

Outlook — This gives the projected rate of increase for
each occupation based on North Carolina labor market
information.  It is an indicator of projected growth rather
than projected openings.

Codes Used:
•  Above Average – The occupation is expected to
    grow by more than 2.1 percent per year.
• Average – The occupation is expected to grow

between 1 percent and 2.1 percent per year.
• Below Average – The rate of growth is less
    than 1 percent per year.
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Management Occupations
This cluster includes top-level managers and middle managers. Top-level managers are concerned with policy making, planning, staffing, directing, and/or controlling activities that
are common to many organizations. Middle managers plan, organize, staff, or direct activities at an operational level. People in these occupations usually have interests and skills
in “people” and “data.” Many have leadership qualities and possess a high degree of creative thinking, as well as decision-making and problem-solving abilities.
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Business & Financial Occupations
This cluster includes occupations primarily pertaining to planning, organizing, and controlling specialized operational functions.  People in these occupations generally have interests
and skills in “data” and “people.” They usually have good analytical, problem-solving, and/or good interpersonal skills. Their work may include examining, analyzing, reviewing,
purchasing, enforcing, and/or personnel responsibilities.
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Computer & Mathematical Occupations
This cluster includes occupations pertaining to the application of math and/or computer science in research, development, and related activities.  People in these occupations generally
have interests in “data” and “ideas.” They are creative thinkers who apply mathematical principles to solve problems and research new ideas. Their responsibilities require them to
organize, maintain, and evaluate information.
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Architecture & Engineering Occupations
This cluster includes occupations pertaining to the design and construction of buildings, equipment, highways, roads, utilization of land, and processing systems.  People in these
occupations often have interests and skills in “data,” “ideas,” and/or “things.”  They use technical skills to perform their responsibilities and have high aptitudes in mathematics,
creative thinking, and problem solving.
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Life, Physical & Social Science Occupations
This cluster includes occupations pertaining to research and application of scientific knowledge to specific problems and situations. People in these occupations generally have interests
and skills in “ideas.” They usually have good research and problem-solving skills, and they do well in one or more scientific subjects.
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Community & Social Service Occupations
This cluster includes occupations pertaining to the needs of people and their communities, families, and spiritual development. They usually have interests and skills primarily in
“people” to resolve personal and societal issues. People in these occupations value helping others and have high interpersonal skills, including working with cultural diversity. They
are creative thinkers, problem solvers, and good listeners.
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Legal Occupations
This cluster includes occupations concerned with the application of principles related to statute law and its administration. People in these occupations usually have interests and
skills primarily in “people” to resolve legal issues. They value helping and/or influencing others, and have high interpersonal skills. They are creative thinkers with strong  problem-
solving and communication abilities.
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Art, Design, Entertainment, Sports & Media Occupations
This cluster includes occupations pertaining to the creation and performance of artistic works in various forms. People in these occupations usually have interests and skills in “ideas”
and “people,” and some in “data” and/or “things.” Many value creativity and independence. They are skilled in creative thinking and are very expressive in nature. Many have aptitudes
in writing, presenting ideas, communicating information, public speaking, and performing.
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Education, Training & Library Occupations
This cluster includes occupations that involve direct contact with individuals to provide for their education and training. People in these occupations generally have interests and skills
in “people” and value helping others to learn and develop. Their skills include speaking, listening, teaching, and serving others. They demonstrate a high level of social skills.
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Health Care Practitioners & Technical Occupations
This cluster includes occupations dealing with the prevention and diagnosis of human and animal ailments, as well as prescription of  medical and surgical treatments. People in these
occupations often have interests and skills in “people” and “data,” and they value helping others in a medical setting. They have aptitudes in acquiring and evaluating information,
and they must interpret and communicate information effectively to others. Good problem-solving and decision-making skills are also necessary.
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Health Care Support Occupations
This cluster includes occupations pertaining to providing health services to assist medical practitioners and technicians. People in these occupations have interests and skills primarily
in “people” and “data,” and they value helping others in a medical setting. They usually have good communication and interpersonal skills.
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Protective Service Occupations
This cluster includes occupations pertaining to providing protective services to individuals and the community. People in these occupations usually have interests and skills in
“people,” and they work in a variety of settings. They usually have strong communication and interpersonal skills.



21

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

CCCCCAREERAREERAREERAREERAREER B B B B BRIEFSRIEFSRIEFSRIEFSRIEFS / P / P / P / P / PROFILESROFILESROFILESROFILESROFILES
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Food Preparation & Serving Related Occupations
This cluster includes occupations pertaining to the preparation and serving of food.  People in these occupations usually have interests and skills in “people” and/or “things.”  Most
must serve their clients, customers, and the general public with good communication and interpersonal skills.
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Building & Groundskeeping Cleaning & Maintenance Occupations
This cluster includes occupations pertaining to the cleaning and maintenance of private residences,  public buildings, and/or their grounds.  People in these occupations usually
have interests and skills in “people” and/or “things,” and they pay attention to detail.
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Personal Care & Service Occupations
This cluster includes occupations pertaining to providing personal services to individuals.  People in these occupations usually have interests and skills in “people.”  Most must
serve their clients, customers, and the general public with good speaking, listening, and interpersonal skills.
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Sales & Related Occupations
This cluster includes occupations pertaining to selling goods and services, and purchasing commodities and property for resale, including the wholesale and retail markets. People
in these occupations usually have interests and skills in “people” and often are persuasive in nature. They are skilled in speaking and listening, and they must effectively serve
their clients and customers.
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Office & Administrative Support Occupations
This cluster includes occupations pertaining to preparing, transcribing, and preserving written and electronic communications and records, including the collection,
gathering, and dissemination of information. People in these occupations usually have interests and skills in  “data” and operate various types of office equipment. They often
participate as a member of a team, and they perform their duties with close attention to detail and a high level of accuracy. Those interacting with the public need good communica-
tion skills.
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Construction & Extraction Occupations
This cluster includes occupations pertaining to working on materials at a specific site, which will change over time. People in these occupations usually have interests and skills in
“things” and use a variety of tools to perform their duties. Depending on the specific occupation, they must have a certain degree of physical strength and/or mechanical aptitude.
Most have to effectively manage their time, materials, and resources to meet construction deadlines.
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Farming, Fishing & Forestry Occupations
This cluster includes occupations pertaining to the production, propagation, and gathering of animals, animal products, and plants, and with providing related services. People
in these occupations usually have interests and skills in “things” and “data.” They generally value working outdoors, in natural settings and with ecological systems. They
often work independently and have self-management skills.
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Installation, Maintenance & Repair Occupations
This cluster includes occupations pertaining to the adjustment, maintenance, part replacement, and repair of tools, equipment, and machines. People in these occupations usually
have interests and skills primarily in “things.” They are skilled in problem solving and often must be creative thinkers and decision-makers. They must manage their time and
materials effectively, and they value accuracy and attention to details.
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Production Occupations
This cluster includes occupations pertaining to production tasks — with the setup, operation, adjustment, and tending of machines, with hand production work, and/ or
with tasks requiring a high degree of precision. People in these occupations often have interests and skills in “things” and value attention to details and specifications.
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Transportation & Material Moving Occupations
This cluster includes occupations pertaining to operating and controlling equipment used to move people and/or materials.  People in these occupations usually have interests and skills
in “things.” They have the mechanical aptitude to operate the various modes of transportation and perform minor repairs. They must manage their time and materials effectively to keep
their equipment operable.
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